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Vienna Statement “AIDS is Politics- Positive Responsibility” 
Conference,  3rd & 4th May 2006.
At a meeting on the 3rd & 4th May 2006 Civil Society groups from across Europe agreed on the following Statement for presentation to the Austrian Government in its current capacity of President of the Council of Ministers with copies being sent to all other member states and the European Commission.

The participants at the “AIDS is Politics- Positive Responsibility” Conference welcome the leadership on HIV and AIDS issues taken by the European Union in recent years and believe it is important that this leadership is clearly highlighted at the forthcoming review of the Declaration of Commitment on HIV/AIDS in New York from 31st May -2nd June 2006.

In particular the Conference believes that the following statement and commitments should be highlighted in the E.U. Communiqué and Statement to the review meeting as examples of political and governmental leadership and good practice in accordance with the letter and the spirit of the Declaration of Commitment on HIV/AIDS:

Dublin and Vilnius Declarations  - which focused on E.U. action to support meeting the needs of neighbouring states in Eastern Europe and Central Asia on HIV, plus a promise of increased emphasis on research particularly on new prevention technologies.
E.U. Statement of support for an evidence based, fully comprehensive approach to HIV Prevention issued on the 1st December 2005.
The Conference also welcomed and commended the Presidency’s efforts to ensure the full participation of Civil Society in the Review and the E.U.’s continued support for a central role for Civil Society in the planning and delivery of HIV responses. The Conference believes that highlighting this commitment along with its endorsement of the GIPA (Greater Involvement of People living with and affected by HIV and AIDS) Principles would make a vital contribution in reasserting their importance in the response to the HIV pandemic.

The restrictions placed on people with HIV visiting the U.S.A. has been a major concern for both Civil Society and governments, and their reinforcement of discrimination, ever since their introduction and have led to no major international conference on HIV being held in the U.S.A. for more than two decades. Attending the Review meeting at the United Nations will be a personal ordeal for many people living with HIV and although the waiver proposed by the U.S.A. for the meeting is welcome, there are continuing concerns about the records kept for the future. The government of The Netherlands has called upon the U.S.A. government to use blank waivers and has requested support from other E.U. member states. The Conference supports the actions of The Netherlands and calls upon the Presidency to promote the initiative with other members in support of The Netherlands action.
HIV hits hardest the poorest and socially disadvantaged in our societies and increasingly the face of HIV is female. Many women do not know if let alone when they will have sex and their ability to protect themselves is as much linked to their status in society as anything else.  The Conference believes that the E.U. should emphasise the role that human rights plays in the response to HIV and AIDS and how human rights principles should be placed at the heart of national and international responses to HIV and AIDS in order to challenge stigma, discrimination and marginalisation of people infected, affected and most vulnerable to HV infection and its consequences.
